
Setting up your Macintosh Classic II involves these steps:

- Plugging in the computer

- Connecting the mouse and keyboard

- Connecting the microphone

- Installing system software

Plugging in the Computer

Plug in the Macintosh before connecting anything to it. The plug grounds the computer 
and protects it from electrical damage while you are setting up.

1.  Plug the socket end of the power cord into the socket on the back of the computer.

2.  Plug the other end of the power cord into a three-hole grounded outlet or power 
strip.

To protect both yourself and the computer from electrical hazards, the Macintosh 
Classic II should remain turned off until you are finished connecting its parts. In the 
unlikely event that the computer starts up when you plug it in, turn the computer off. 
The on/off switch is on the back of the computer. Press the bottom of the switch 
(marked with an "0") to turn the computer off.

!!  WARNING:  This equipment is intended to be electrically grounded. Your Macintosh 
Classic II is equipped with a three-wire grounding plug -- a plug that has a third 
(grounding) pin. This plug will fit only a grounded AC outlet. This is a safety feature. 
If you are unable to insert the plug into the outlet, contact a licensed electrician to 
replace the outlet with a properly grounded outlet. Do not defeat the purpose of the 
grounding plug!  !!

Connecting the Mouse and Keyboard

Follow these steps to connect the mouse and keyboard:

1.  Plug the mouse cable into the port on the right side of the keyboard. (If you prefer 
to use the mouse with your left hand, plug the mouse cable into the port on the left 
side of the keyboard.)

The plug and the port are both marked with an Apple Desktop Bus (ADB) icon. Align 



the icons before you insert the plug. (The positions of the ADB port and ADB icon on 
your keyboard may be different from those pictured.)

2.  Plug one end of the keyboard cable -- both ends are the same -- into the other 
port on the keyboard.

If you plugged the mouse cable in on the right, for example, plug the keyboard cable 
in on the left.

3.  Plug the other end of the keyboard cable into the ADB port on the back of the 
computer.

This port is also marked with an ADB icon.

As you work with your Macintosh, you may find that you want to adjust the height of 
the keyboard. Your Macintosh User's Guide provides information on adjusting the 
keyboard so that you can work comfortably.

Connecting the Microphone

Your Macintosh Classic II comes with a microphone to record live sounds. To connect 
the microphone, follow these steps:

1.  Plug the microphone into the sound input port on the back panel of your computer.

2.  Decide where you want to place the microphone.

The microphone that comes with your computer is highly sensitive. Once you've 
turned it on (which you do with a sound-recording program), it can pick up sounds 
within a range of several feet. You may want to attach the microphone to the side of 
the monitor or the top of the keyboard, or simply place it on your desk.

3.  To attach the microphone to your computer, peel the paper backing off the 
microphone holder and press the adhesive side of the holder against a clean, flat 
surface.

4.  Place the microphone in the holder.

The microphone is ready to use. There is no on/off switch on the microphone. Instead, 
the microphone is controlled by the application programs you use to record sounds.

!!  WARNING:  Be careful not to plug any sound output devices (such as a pair of 



headphones) into the sound input port. Doing so may damage your audio equipment.  !!

Installing System Software

In order to start up, your computer must have special software (called system 
software) installed on the hard disk. Your computer may have this software already 
installed.

To see if your hard disk already has system software installed, follow these 
instructions:

1.  Turn on your computer by pressing the on/off switch on the back of the computer.

Upgrading from a Macintosh Classic to a Classic II?  If you have purchased an 
external hard disk as part of your upgrade, make sure that it is turned on before you 
turn on your computer. For information on connecting your hard disk drive to your 
computer, see the manual that came with your hard disk drive. 

What you see after you turn on your computer depends on whether system software 
has already been installed on your hard disk. If you see the Macintosh desktop with a 
hard disk icon at the top-right corner of your screen, as shown, then system 
software has already been installed and your computer is ready to use. Turn now to 
page 8 to continue learning more about your computer.

Upgrading from a Macintosh Classic to a Classic II?  If you are upgrading and you 
have purchased a hard disk, you should see the hard disk icon at the top-right corner 
of your screen. If you don't see the disk's icon on the desktop, or if you see a blinking 
question mark, your hard disk needs further preparation. See Chapter 9 of your 
Macintosh User's Guide (or the manual that came with your hard disk) for 
instructions on preparing your hard disk for use, and see Chapter 8 for instructions 
on installing system software on the hard disk. 

If you see a blinking question mark instead of the Macintosh desktop, you need to 
install system software. Go on to step 2.

2.  Find the Install 1 disk provided with your computer. Insert the disk into the floppy 
disk drive, with the label facing up.

Insert the disk as shown, metal end first, label facing up.

After a few moments, you see the Welcome box of the Installer, the program that 
installs system software on your hard disk.



3.  Press the Return key on your keyboard to continue.

The Easy Install dialog box appears. Easy Install puts everything on your hard disk 
that you need to get started.

4.  Press the Return key on your keyboard to start to install system software.

Messages on your screen report the progress of the system software installation. The 
disk is ejected automatically.

5.  When the computer prompts you, insert the Install 2 disk.

The computer needs information from the Install 2 disk.

6.  Insert the remaining disks as the computer prompts you.

The computer continues to prompt you to insert disks in order to complete the 
installation process.

7.  When you see a message reporting that installation was successful, press the 
Return key on the keyboard to quit the Installer program. (If you see a message 
saying that installation was not successful, you will need to begin the process 
again.)

Now you see a box that asks whether you want to continue using your Macintosh. To 
continue working or to begin learning how to use your Macintosh, you should choose 
Restart.

8.  Click the word Restart.

- Hold the mouse as shown, cable pointing away from you.

- Move the mouse on a flat surface. Slide it so that it stays in contact with the 
tabletop. Notice that the arrow on the screen moves in the direction that you move 
the mouse. (If the arrow does not move on the screen, make sure that the cable 
connecting the mouse to the keyboard is secure.) Move the mouse so that the arrow on
the screen rests over the word Restart.

- Press and release the mouse button.

Now you should see the Macintosh desktop.



If you don't see the desktop, try clicking the word Restart again, making sure that 
the tip of the arrow is inside the box containing the word Restart.

Problems Starting Up?

If you don't see anything on the screen, check these items to see if you can identify 
the problem:

- Is the computer firmly plugged into a power source? If it is plugged into a power 
strip, is the power press the mouse button. Watch the arrow (8) on your screen to see 
if it moves when you move the mouse.

2.  Notice that the arrow (8) moves in the direction you move the mouse.

If the arrow doesn't move on the screen, make sure that the cable connecting the 
mouse to the keyboard is secure and that your mouse is positioned as shown in the 
picture. (Don't disconnect the cable while your computer is on; you could damage your 
equipment.)

3.  Move the mouse so that the arrow is over the picture labeled "Macintosh HD."

Make sure the tip of the arrow is over the picture, not over the words "Macintosh HD."

4.  Being careful not to move the mouse, click the mouse button twice in quick
succession.

Now your screen should look like the picture shown in this step. If it doesn't, try 
steps 3 and 4 again, paying special attention to the following:

Make sure the tip of the arrow is touching the picture, not the words beneath it.

Be sure to press the mouse button twice.

Try pressing twice more quickly and be careful not to move the mouse while you 
press.

The items in this illustration may not exactly match those on your screen.

5.  Move the mouse to place the tip of the arrow inside the picture of the folder 
labeled "Macintosh Basics."



Make sure the tip of the arrow is over the picture, not over the words "Macintosh 
Basics."

6.  Being careful not to move the mouse, press the mouse button twice in quick
succession.

Now your screen should look like the following illustration:

7.  Move the mouse so that the arrow is over the picture of the man labeled 
"Macintosh Basics."

Make sure the tip of the arrow is over the picture of the man, not over the words 
"Macintosh Basics."

8.  Press the mouse button twice in quick succession.

Now your screen should look like the following picture:

9.  Follow the instructions on the screen and work through the tour.

When you finish the tour, continue with "Turning the Computer On and Off." Read the 
rest of this book for information that can help you use your computer safely and 
efficiently. Then turn to the Learning Macintosh section of your Macintosh User's 
Guide and begin the learning exercises there.

Turning the computer on and off

When you started up your computer for the first time, you pressed the main power 
switch at the back of the computer. From now on, you'll leave the main power switch 
on the back in the "on" position and turn off your computer in one of the ways 
described in this section.

!!  IMPORTANT:  Use the main power switch on the back of the computer when you need
to turn it off for any of the following reasons:

to move the computer

to attach other equipment to the computer

to unplug the computer

to leave the computer off for an extended period of time  !!



!!  WARNING:  If you switch off the computer by pressing the main power switch on 
the back of the computer before shutting it down by either of the methods described 
here, you will lose any work you haven't previously saved onto a disk, and you risk 
permanently losing open documents.  !!

Shutting down the computer with the keyboard

To turn off the computer with the keyboard:

1.  Press the Power key (marked with the P icon) on the keyboard.

You see a message asking whether you want to shut down or continue working.

2.  Click Shut Down.

You will be prompted to save your work, if you haven't already done so.

Shutting down the computer with the menu command

Use the mouse to choose the Shut Down command from the Special menu.

You will be prompted to save your work, if you haven't already done so.

Turning on the computer

To turn on the computer after you have shut it down with either the menu command 
or the keyboard:

Press the Power key (marked with the P icon) on the keyboard. (Make sure that the 
main power switch on the back of the computer is in the "on" position. The top part of 
the switch, marked with an "i", should be pressed in.)

You'll find the Power key at the top of the keyboard. (Remember that the Power key 
works only if the main power switch on the back of the computer is turned on.)

Using Your Color Classic

As you work with your Macintosh, you can consult your Macintosh User's Guide for 
answers to questions that you may have. This section provides information on 
features that are not covered in the user's guide.



The following information is covered here:

Adjusting the sound

Adjusting the screen

Using the built-in microphone

Saving energy

Installing an expansion card

Using a modem with your Macintosh Color Classic

Starting up from an external hard disk

Adjusting the sound

Many programs have the Macintosh make sounds when your attention is required or 
when you're giving a command or attempting an action that the computer cannot 
recognize or perform at that time.

There are two ways you can adjust the volume of the sounds that your Macintosh 
plays: by using the buttons on the front of the computer or by using the Sound control 
panel.

Using the sound control buttons on the computer

On the front of your Macintosh are two buttons (marked with the - icon.) To use these 
buttons to increase or decrease the volume of the sounds your Macintosh plays:

Press the button on the right to make the sound louder, or press the button on the 
left to make the sound softer.

When you press the button, the sound plays at the new volume.

Using the Sound control panel

You can adjust the volume of the sounds your computer plays by using the Sound 
control panel. To use the Sound control panel:

1.  Choose Control Panels from the Apple (K) menu.



2.  Open the Sound control panel.

3.  Drag the slider of the Speaker Volume up or down to set the volume level.

After you release the mouse, the sound plays at the new volume.

By the way:  You can turn off sound completely by clicking the Mute box. Then, when 
your Macintosh wants to alert you, you'll see the menu bar flash. 

Adjusting the screen

You can adjust the level of light and dark on the screen of your built-in monitor (to 
change the contrast) either by using the buttons on the front of the computer or by 
using the Screen control panel.

Using the Screen control buttons on the computer

To use the Screen control buttons (marked with the  icon) on the computer:

Press the button on the right to lighten your screen. Press the button on the left to 
darken your screen.

Using the Screen control panel

You can also use the Screen control panel to adjust the level of light on your screen.

1.  Choose Control Panels from the Apple (K) menu.

2.  Open the Screen control panel.

3.  Drag the Screen Contrast slider to the right or left to adjust the level of light.

The screen changes as you drag the slider.

You can also use the arrow keys on the keyboard or type a number from 0 through 9.

!!  IMPORTANT:  Normally, use the Screen Contrast control. Use the Screen Brightness 
control only if your screen appears dark even when the Screen Contrast slider is all 
the way to the right.  !!

Using the built-in microphone



Your Macintosh Color Classic comes with a built-in microphone to record live sounds. 
The microphone is highly sensitive. Once you've turned it on (which you do with a 
sound-recording program), it can pick up sounds within a range of several feet. See 
your Macintosh User's Guide for information on recording sound.

!!  WARNING:  Do not stick any small objects into the built-in microphone. Doing so 
may damage your equipment.  !!

!!  WARNING:  Be careful not to plug any sound output devices (such as a pair of 
headphones) into the sound input port on the back of your Color Classic. Doing so may 
damage your audio equipment.            !!

Saving energy

Your Macintosh comes with software that reduces the amount of energy consumed 
when you are not using your computer. The software allows you set the screen to 
turn off after a period of inactivity, the length of which you specify. The image on 
the screen reappears when you move the mouse or hit any letter or number key on the 
keyboard. Because the screen needs to warm up, it will take up to 15 seconds for the 
picture to reappear.

Turning off the screen conserves energy and, therefore, natural resources. It also 
protects the screen from "burning in" images, which can occur if you leave an 
unchanging image on the screen for many hours or days.

To set the screen to turn off:

1.  Choose Control Panels from the Apple (K) menu.

2.  Open the Screen control panel.

3.  Click the box labeled "Turn off screen" to turn on the screen power saver.

4.  Drag the slider to choose the number of minutes until the screen turns off.

Drag the slider to choose the amount of time before your Color Classic screen turns 
itself off. For example, if you choose 15 minutes, your screen will darken after your 
computer has been inactive for 15 minutes. The image will appear once again, exactly 
as you left it, if you move the mouse or press any letter or number on the keyboard. 
Because the screen needs to warm up, it will take up to 15 seconds for the picture to 
reappear.



!!  IMPORTANT:  When the screen is off, the computer is still on. The green light on the 
front of the computer indicates that the computer is still on, even though the screen 
is off.  !!

Installing an expansion card

The Macintosh Color Classic comes with a processor-direct slot in which you can 
install a processor-direct expansion card for special purposes. Some expansion cards 
are designed so that you can install them yourself. Others can be installed only by an 
Apple-certified technician. To install a card, use the documentation supplied with 
the card you plan to install, or follow the instructions in this section.

!!  WARNING:  If you have installed a floating-point unit (FPU) on the main logic board 
of your Color Classic, do not install an expansion card that also contains one. If you 
have two FPUs, your Color Classic may not work properly.  !!

!!  WARNING:  To avoid damaging your computer and expansion card, do not attempt to 
install any expansion card without first checking the documentation for that card. If 
the documentation specifies that an Apple-certified technician must install the card 
(usually because the installation requires special training or tools), consult the 
service and                    support information that came with your computer for 
instructions on how to contact an Apple-authorized service provider or Apple for 
assistance. If you attempt to install                    the card yourself, any damage you 
cause to your computer will not be covered by the limited warranty on your 
computer. If the card is not an Apple-labeled product, then check with an
Apple-authorized dealer or service provider to see if you can install it yourself.  !!

1.  Choose Shut Down from the Special menu or press the Power key.

2.  Turn off the computer by pressing the main power switch at the back of the 
computer.

!!  IMPORTANT:  Power is available in the power supply even when the switch is in the 
"off" position.  !!

3.  Unplug the cable that connects your keyboard to the computer.

4.  If there are screws on either side of the back panel, remove them.

5.  Place your thumbs on the two plastic tabs on the back panel of the computer.



6.  Press down on the tabs and pull gently until the back panel opens.

7.  Take the back panel off and set it aside.

8.  Slide the logic board (the board that holds the components that make your 
computer work) part way out until you have access to the entire white slot at the 
right side of the board.

You'll need to hook your fingers around the little metal boxes to pull out the logic 
board.

!!  WARNING:  Don't pull the board all the way out; this can damage your Macintosh.  !!

9.  Remove the processor-direct card from its static-proof bag.

Hold the card by its top edge to avoid touching the connector on the bottom of the 
card.

10.  Align the card over the expansion slot.

11.  Press down firmly on the card until the connector is seated.

Don't force the card. If you meet a lot of resistance, pull it out and try again. To see 
if the card is properly connected, lift it gently. If it resists and stays in place, it's 
connected.

12.  Slide the logic board back in.

Push on the edge of the logic board until it is seated in position.

13.  If there is a port on the card that you just installed (for example, if you are 
installing an Apple IIe Card), remove the access cover on the back panel of your 
computer.

Pinch together the plastic tabs on the access cover to remove it and pop it out. This 
gives you access to the port on the card.

14.  Replace the back panel of the computer.

Slip the back cover over the prongs at the bottom edge of the back of the computer. If 
your back panel was held on by screws, replace them.



15.  Plug in your keyboard cable.

16.  Press the main power switch on the back of the computer.

Leave the switch on so you can use the Power key to turn your computer on and off.

Advice about using a modem with your Macintosh Color Classic

If you are using a modem with a baud rate of over 9600, you may experience some 
limitations in performance. To improve performance, try the following:

Turn on 32-bit addressing. See your Macintosh User's Guide for instructions.

IMPORTANT:  Not all application programs support 32-bit addressing. The  use of such 
programs when 32-bit addressing is turned on may cause problems with your 
computer. Check with the software manufacturer to find out whether your program is 
compatible.

If you have virtual memory turned on, turn it off. See your Macintosh User's Guide for 
instructions.

Starting up your computer from an external hard disk

To start up your Macintosh from an external hard disk, the hard disk must contain a 
System Folder, and the System Folder must contain a System Enabler for your 
Macintosh Color Classic. (A System Enabler file contains software necessary to start 
up a specific Macintosh model.)

If you are unable to start up your Macintosh from an external disk, the appropriate 
System Enabler file may be missing from that disk. Use the Installer program on the 
Install Me First disk that came with your computer to install system software on the 
external disk.anels from the Apple (K) menu.

2.  Open the Sound control panel.

3.  Drag the slider of the Speaker Volume up or down to set the volume level.

After you release the mouse, the sound plays at the new volume.

By the way:  You can turn off sound completely by clicking the Mute box. Then, when 
your Macintosh wants to alert you, you'll see the menu bar flash.



Adjusting the screen

You can adjust the level of light and dark on the screen of your built-in monitor (to 
change the contrast) either by using the buttons on the front of the computer or by 
using the Screen control panel.

Using the Screen control buttons on the computer

To use the Screen control buttons (marked with the  icon) on the computer:

Press the button on the right to lighten your screen. Press the button on the left to 
darken your screen.

Using the Screen control panel

You can also use the Screen control panel to adjust the level of light on your screen.

1.  Choose Control Panels from the Apple (K) menu.

2.  Open the Screen control panel.

3.  Drag the Screen Contrast slider to the right or left to adjust the level of light.

The screen changes as you drag the slider.

You can also use the arrow keys on the keyboard or type a number from 0 through 9.

!!  IMPORTANT:  Normally, use the Screen Contrast control. Use the Screen Brightness 
control only if your screen appears dark even when the Screen Contrast slider is all 
the way to                      the right.  !!

Using the built-in microphone

Your Macintosh Color Classic comes with a built-in microphone to record live sounds. 
The microphone is highly sensitive. Once you've turned it on (which you do with a 
sound-recording program), it can pick up sounds within a range of several feet. See 
your Macintosh User's Guide for information on recording sound.

!!  WARNING:  Do not stick any small objects into the built-in microphone. Doing so 
may damage your equipment.  !!

!!  WARNING:  Be careful not to plug any sound output devices (such as a  pair of 



headphones) into the sound input port on the back of your Color Classic. Doing so may 
damage your audio equipment.    !!

Saving energy

Your Macintosh comes with software that reduces the amount of energy consumed 
when you are not using your computer. The software allows you set the screen to 
turn off after a period of inactivity, the length of which you specify. The image on 
the screen reappears when you move the mouse or hit any letter or number key on the 
keyboard. Because the screen needs to warm up, it will take up to 15 seconds for the 
picture to reappear.

Turning off the screen conserves energy and, therefore, natural resources. It also 
protects the screen from "burning in" images, which can occur if you leave an 
unchanging image on the screen for many hours or days.

To set the screen to turn off:

1.  Choose Control Panels from the Apple (K) menu.

2.  Open the Screen control panel.

3.  Click the box labeled "Turn off screen" to turn on the screen power saver.

4.  Drag the slider to choose the number of minutes until the screen turns off.

Drag the slider to choose the amount of time before your Color Classic screen turns 
itself off. For example, if you choose 15 minutes, your screen will darken after your 
computer has been inactive for 15 minutes. The image will appear once again, exactly 
as you left it, if you move the mouse or press any letter or number on the keyboard. 
Because the screen needs to warm up, it will take up to 15 seconds for the picture to 
reappear.

!!  IMPORTANT:  When the screen is off, the computer is still on. The green light on the 
front of the computer indicates that the computer is still on, even though the screen 
is off.  !!

Installing an expansion card

The Macintosh Color Classic comes with a processor-direct slot in which you can 
install a processor-direct expansion card for special purposes. Some expansion cards 
are designed so that you can install them yourself. Others can be installed only by an 



Apple-certified technician. To install a card, use the documentation supplied with 
the card you plan to install, or follow the instructions in this section.

!!  WARNING:  If you have installed a floating-point unit (FPU) on the main logic board 
of your Color Classic, do not install an expansion card that also contains one. If you 
have two FPUs, your Color Classic may not work properly.  !!

!!  WARNING:  To avoid damaging your computer and expansion card, do not attempt to 
install any expansion card without first checking the documentation for that card. If 
the      documentation specifies that an Apple-certified technician must install the 
card (usually because the installation  requires special training or tools), consult the 
service and                    support information that came with your computer for 
instructions on how to contact an Apple-authorized service provider or Apple for 
assistance. If you attempt to install                    the card yourself, any damage you 
cause to your computer will not be covered by the limited warranty on your 
computer. If the card is not an Apple-labeled product, then check with an
Apple-authorized dealer or service provider to see if you can install it yourself.  !!

1.  Choose Shut Down from the Special menu or press the Power key.

2.  Turn off the computer by pressing the main power switch at the back of the 
computer.

!!  IMPORTANT:  Power is available in the power supply even when the switch is in the 
"off" position.  !!

3.  Unplug the cable that connects your keyboard to the computer.

4.  If there are screws on either side of the back panel, remove them.

5.  Place your thumbs on the two plastic tabs on the back panel of the computer.

6.  Press down on the tabs and pull gently until the back panel opens.

7.  Take the back panel off and set it aside.

8.  Slide the logic board (the board that holds the components that make your 
computer work) part way out until you have access to the entire white slot at the 
right side of the board.

You'll need to hook your fingers around the little metal boxes to pull out the logic 
board.



!!  WARNING:  Don't pull the board all the way out; this can damage your Macintosh.  !!

9.  Remove the processor-direct card from its static-proof bag.

Hold the card by its top edge to avoid touching the connector on the bottom of the 
card.

10.  Align the card over the expansion slot.

11.  Press down firmly on the card until the connector is seated.

Don't force the card. If you meet a lot of resistance, pull it out and try again. To see 
if the card is properly connected, lift it gently. If it resists and stays in place, it's 
connected.

12.  Slide the logic board back in.

Push on the edge of the logic board until it is seated in position.

13.  If there is a port on the card that you just installed (for example, if you are 
installing an Apple IIe Card), remove the access cover on the back panel of your 
computer.

Pinch together the plastic tabs on the access cover to remove it and pop it out. This 
gives you access to the port on the card.

14.  Replace the back panel of the computer.

Slip the back cover over the prongs at the bottom edge of the back of the computer. If 
your back panel was held on by screws, replace them.

15.  Plug in your keyboard cable.

16.  Press the main power switch on the back of the computer.

Leave the switch on so you can use the Power key to turn your computer on and off.

Advice about using a modem with your Macintosh Color Classic

If you are using a modem with a baud rate of over 9600, you may experience some 
limitations in performance. To improve performance, try the following:



Turn on 32-bit addressing. See your Macintosh User's Guide for instructions.

!!  IMPORTANT:  Not all application programs support 32-bit addressing. The use of 
such programs when 32-bit addressing is turned on may   cause problems with your 
computer. Check with the software manufacturer to find out whether your program is 
compatible.                      !!

If you have virtual memory turned on, turn it off. See your Macintosh User's Guide for 
instructions.

Starting up your computer from an external hard disk

To start up your Macintosh from an external hard disk, the hard disk must contain a 
System Folder, and the System Folder must contain a System Enabler for your 
Macintosh Color Classic. (A System Enabler file contains software necessary to start 
up a specific Macintosh model.)

If you are unable to start up your Macintosh from an external disk, the appropriate 
System Enabler file may be missing from that disk. Use the Installer program on the 
Install Me First disk that came with your computer to install system software on the 
external disk.


